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Score

String Quartet 4.5 
“Partial Truth”



Instrumentation 

Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello 

Symbols 

s.t.:    sul tasto (arco) m.s.t., a.s.t.:   molto sul tasto (arco)
s.p.:   sul ponticello (arco), normal pressure m.s.p., a.s.p.:  molto sul ponticello (arco)
c.l.b.: col legno battuto m.v., m.m.v.:   molto (molto) vibrato
m.p.:  moderate bow pressure h.p.:  heavy bow pressure

B   =    quarter-tone flat Bb  =      three-quarter-tone flat

μ   =    quarter-tone sharp ˜  =      three-quarter-tone sharp

Square or open noteheads indicates air sound, growls, or other production of indefinite pitch 

h.p.:   heavy pressure (with some pitch, using approximate indicated pitches)

h.p. (no pitch): heaviest, pure noise (staff position not indicative of pitch level)

Indefinite pitches in indicated register 

Bow pressure specification (relative):  
high 

low 

Vibrato: Should match the duration of the first note to which they are attached. Speed is 
similar to normal vibrato, but pitch range is much wider, similar to Korean sigimsae. 

   very wide      narrow          accented 

      fading                growing              “jeonseong” (quick rise and fall in pitch) 



      glissando down with vibrato           glissando up with vibrato   

   accented vibrato 

glissandi:   
   Short, leading toward an attack:  Treated like sliding grace notes. 
   Short, trailing a note:  Analogous to a short verbal shout. 
   Long, trailing a note:  Should not exceed the total duration of the note. Follow  

approximate pitch curve. 
   Between notes:  Follow approximate pitch curve. 

smear:  play with rough texture 

irregular speed:  Used with trills, bisbigliando and vibrato to produce non-uniform textures. 

Specifications as to instruments, bowings, mutes, articulations, etc., are maintained until 
superseded by a subsequent specification, or by the “ord.” instruction.  Accidentals carry 
through the measure. Trills are always half-step, and are executed with irregular speed, as with 
tremolos. Specified vibrato is always irregular, unstable, and non-synchronized.   

Duration:  20 minutes
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