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 = short note
 = long note

 Two New Chords: F and Bmin
There are two new chords in the next tune. The first is an F chord. This is your first 
barre chord. A barre chord is when the 1st finger covers two or more strings. In 
the F chord, your 1st finger lays down over both the 1st and 2nd strings. It will 
take a little extra strength to make the notes sound clear, but you can do it.
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Changes
track 2

The Bmin Chord
The 1st finger plays the 1st string, 2nd fret. 
The 2nd finger plays the 2nd string, 3rd fret. 
The 3rd finger plays the 4th string, 4th fret. 
The 4th finger plays the 3rd string, 4th fret. 
Strum down over the top four strings.

You will find a review of the C and G chords on page 7.

Strum in every measure of the next tune.

The F Chord
The 1st finger plays the 2nd string, 1st fret  
	 and the 1st string, 1st fret. 
The 2nd finger plays the 3rd string, 2nd fret. 
The 3rd finger plays the 4th string, 3rd fret. 
Strum down over the top four strings.



 G u i t a r  f o r  t h e  A b s o l u t e  B e g i n n e r  216

4

&

w

A

1st string
  5th fret
4th finger

Scarborough Fair—Melody
track 10 - Melody
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A NEW PATTERN: #3

The beautiful folk song Scarborough Fair was made famous by Simon 
and Garfunkel in the 1960s, is perfectly suited for fingerstyle playing. 
We will use a new picking pattern in 43  time. 

This song introduces a new note: the high A on the 5th fret of the 1st string.

Learn both the melody and the fingerpick (page 17) for this song.

track 9 - Full Track (Melody and Fingerpicking)
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 The A Form Barres

A F GF #/Gb
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B C

III V VII
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D D#/E b
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IX XII
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The A chords can be used as barres in the same manner as the E chords. First,  
however, we have to learn the locations of the A roots. Since, in an A chord, the 
root is on the 5th string, this type of barre can be called a Root 5 barre.

The diagram below shows all the notes on the first twelve frets of the 5th string. 
These are the roots for the Root 5 chords.

Root 5 Names for A Form Barres

Let’s make sure you know the four basic A form chords: A, A7, Amin and Amin7. 
Let’s finger them with the 1st finger free to become a barre. Then, let’s move them 
up one fret to become Bb, Bb7, Bbmin and Bbmin7. Be patient and have fun!
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 Understanding the Twelve-Bar Blues

 Key of C: 	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 A	 B	 C

 Roman numerals:	 I	 II	 III	 IV	 V	 VI	 VII	 I

 Arabic equivalents:	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 1

The blues is a melting pot of several styles of music (African, classical, religious) 
and cultural influences (African and American) that was born out of the African 
slave experience in America. It is so ingrained in our culture today that we all 
know the sound. In fact, popular music as we know it would not exist without its 
blues roots.

The twelve-bar blues is a standard format for the blues. It is a standard chord 
progression (sequence of chords) consisting of twelve measures and revolving 
mostly around just three chords, I, IV and V. These are the chords built on the 
first, fourth and fifth notes of the major scale. For instance, below are the notes of 
the C Major scale. If we label each note with a Roman numeral (musicians use 
Roman numerals to identify the chords in a key), we will find that I is a C chord, IV 
is an F chord and V is a G chord. Just in case it has been awhile since you last used 
Roman numerals, the chart below shows the Arabic equivalents for each one.
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A twelve-bar blues in the key of C will use mostly C, F and G chords.

The Twelve-Bar Blues in C


