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Chapter 1: Why the piano?
‘Neither a lofty degree of intelligence nor imagination nor both together go to the making of genius. 

Love, love, love, that is the soul of genius.’
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791)

Music is a universally popular subject. It is a language which is easily understood worldwide. Most mortals are very excited 
by the idea of producing beautiful sounds. Appreciating music can be an enlightening and enriching experience and it has the 
capacity to move a human being in a completely unique manner. Playing an instrument is a wonderful source of pleasure and 
fulfi lment, and it can bestow a deep sense of satisfaction and joy.

The piano is the ultimate musical instrument and in many ways it competes with a complete orchestra, such is the variety and 
depth of sound that it produces in the hands of a skilled pianist. The piano provides all the necessary fundamentals in music: 
melody, harmony and rhythm. It needs no accompaniment and gives the performer total freedom in terms of solo performance.

Once profi cient, the talented piano student could play for a school assembly; accompany a choir, a church congregation 
or singers and instrumentalists; provide background music in public venues; play keyboards in a musical theatre show or 
in a rock or pop group, as well as performing solo. This versatile instrument lends itself to all styles of music. Although the 
performing possibilities are endless, a student who reaches a reasonable standard of playing should be able to accompany 
singers with ease and play duets (two pianists playing together at one piano). As soon as the basics have been grasped, 
they are easily transferrable to other keyboard instruments such as the organ, clavichord, harpsichord, spinet, celeste, and 
electronic or digital keyboard. The ability to play the piano really does provide an excellent foundation for music study. 

The piano is not easy to play but it is possible to achieve results quite swiftly. One of the many reasons it’s considered 
challenging is because two lines of music must be negotiated at the same time: one for the right hand and the other for the 
left. This doesn’t happen on many other instruments; a single line of music suffi ces on the majority of orchestral instruments, 
for example. However, the piano possesses the ability to generate instant sounds (or pitches) which are produced simply by 
depressing the keys, so the sonorities are coherent from the beginning. Therefore, most students are able to make music (to 
some degree) right from the fi rst lesson and it’s also possible to easily transfer these skills, such as learning musical notation 
and physical coordination, to other instruments. Many musical instruments require months of practice in order to produce 
sounds resembling music (especially string, brass and wind instruments).

The piano is undoubtedly the instrument of choice for private music lessons. Thousands of children and adults start learning 
each year. One of the most popular music examination boards in the world is the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music (also known as ABRSM), which was founded in England in 1889. 

In 2013, ABRSM delivered over 650,000 graded music exams worldwide in around 90 countries and 249,315 of these were 
piano entries. There are many music exam boards around the world, so this fi gure will only represent a fraction of the number 
of students who were actually learning the piano that year.1

How do I know if my child wants to play the piano?

Adults who want to play the piano will clearly have their reasons for doing so, whether that be a general desire to improve their 
mental agility, or perhaps a wish to take it up again after having learned as children. It should be stressed that it is never too 
late to learn to play and it is an empowering pastime. Children, however, are a different matter. A common question posed by 
parents is, ‘How can I tell if my child is really serious about wanting piano lessons?’

 1 Statistics printed with permission from ABRSM
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The general piano music layout is normally illustrated; showing the fi ve-line music background (called the stave) where all the 
notes are placed. The top line shows music played by the right hand (higher pitched sounds), and the bottom, music played 
by the left hand (lower pitched sounds); see Ex. 4. It’s worth noting that middle C (the fi rst note on Ex. 4) is the same key in 
the right and left hand.

Ex. 4

This is followed by an explanation of the function of bars and bar lines (see Ex. 5). The time signature (two numbers which 
appear at the beginning of a piece of music) denotes how many beats will be in every bar (bars run throughout a piece of 
music). There are two beats to each bar in Ex. 5 (the top number tells us this), with bar lines separating every bar. 

Ex. 5 

Piano method books often vary after this; some go into detail about hand and fi nger positions and others start explaining 
rhythm and pulse. Most methods stress the importance of middle C (see Ex. 4) as a starting point in terms of fi nding the 
notes (but some use an intervallic approach, and others a mixture of both methods, which will be discussed in Chapter 8). 
This information is all crucial and should be emphasised right from the beginning as it does help the beginner to fi nd their way 
around the keyboard. Pupils will be able to assimilate this material quickly, but it is all much easier to do when guided by a 
teacher who will make sure you understand each point before going on to learn the next one. If you haven’t understood, don’t 
worry; it is the job of the teacher to sit there with you until the penny drops. After all, that’s what they are being paid to do, so 
don’t be afraid to ask for more help if you need it.

Piano methods can vary considerably. Those geared towards children will have pictures, cartoon characters and fun features 
whereas those intended for adults and teenagers will concentrate on serious, swifter learning. Children defi nitely need a ‘fun’ 
approach because their concentration spans are very much shorter than those of adults, and they love pictures of elves, cats 
and dogs, robots, dinosaurs or the ‘Gruffalo’ to keep them interested.

In the last 20 years there has been an infl ux of piano books on the market and many of them are excellent and informative. 
Ones to be wary of are those which do not teach or show the basics from the beginning. Here are a few common problems, 
and some of these stem from inadequate piano books. 

Remember, bad habits are very diffi cult to eradicate!

Right
Hand

middle C D E F G A B C

Left
Hand

middle C B A G F E D C

26



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




