
NOTE TO THE TEACHER
Playing With Colour simplifi es and accelerates learning.  Each fi nger has its own colour! By using coloured notation, 
note-reading becomes simple and effortless. Because sight-reading is so much easier, practising at home is less 
taxing, and longer practice sessions result. The colours encourage children to follow the music carefully, the rules 
of notation becoming absorbed and understood in a very natural way. 

Illustrations: Amusing drawings illustrate the books and verses are often included to help underline the rhythms of 
the music.

Accompaniments: The Teacher’s Edition provides a choice of piano or violin accompaniment for each piece. The 
Pupil’s Edition is provided with a CD of accompaniments, each piece in two formats: violin and piano, and piano 
only.

Letter-named staves: In Playing With Colour Book 1 note-reading is greatly simplifi ed. The stave is extra large and 
the stave lines are created by using their relevant letter name.

Rhythm: In Book 1 children are encouraged to develop a ‘feel’ for pulse and rhythm by reciting ‘walk’ and ‘hold’ 
to represent the basic note values.

Theory exercises: On most pages the child is required to answer a few simple questions. These are designed to 
prompt the teacher to explain any new features of the music. The wording is as brief as possible so that valuable 
lesson time is not wasted. But it is also comprehensive enough to identify any weaknesses or gaps in understanding.

Technical Progress: There is a gentle and thorough progression through the books. Diagrams in Book 1 help the 
pupil to learn parts of the instrument and to develop the correct bow hold. The teacher’s book indicates when any 
new note or note-value is introduced and each piece has a boxed list of the strings and fi ngers used. 

Sight-reading and the move to conventional notation: This is tackled alongside the theory exercises in a progressive 
way. Short sight-reading exercises in black notes are included from the beginning of Book 2 and, gradually, pieces 
without coloured notation are introduced. By the end of Book 3 Students are playing and sight-reading up to grade 
1 standard in conventional notation.

Book 1:
 • PARTS OF THE VIOLIN AND THE BOW
 • TUNING
 • PIZZICATO AND ARCO
 • OPEN STRINGS, FIRST FINGER 
 • CROTCHETS (QUARTER NOTES), MINIMS AND DOTTED MINIMS (HALF NOTES & DOTTED HALF NOTES),   
  SEMIBREVES (WHOLE NOTES)
 • 4/4 AND 3/4 TIME 
 • DYNAMICS

Book 2:
 • SECOND AND THIRD FINGERS
 • QUAVERS (EIGHTH NOTES)
 • ANACRUSIS
 • TWO AND THREE NOTE SLURS

Book 3:
 • FOURTH FINGERS
 • LOW SECOND FINGER PATTERN
 • DOTTED RHYTHMS, SYNCOPATION
 • 2/4 TIME, COMPOUND TIME
 • GRADE 1 REPERTOIRE PIECES
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