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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“The Windmills of Your Mind” is an arrangement of master composer Michel Legrand’s beautiful theme from the 1968 fi
The Thomas Crown Affair. This song is usually performed as a straight-eighth ballad; however, | wanted to create a
new context for modern big bands. Thus, this arrangement is set in a loose, swing-eighth feel with some harmo
and turns.

The ideal tempo is M.M. ] = 168, with slight flexibility. To further expand the possibilities in this
should note that it could also be performed with a Latin feel (straight eighths).

relaxed, “laidback” approach. This would provide a great opportunity to teach quarter-note quadruplets in arelaxed,

three feel!

_— e = o ——4—
Eighth-note Length: In the entire arrangement, all single eighth-note figu he upb s in the
ensemble in m. 62) should be clean, but not too short—think “daht.” @

Rhythmic Approach: This piece includes several instances of the rhythm ) JJ.). Any or all of these sh@ ed with a :

123): The opening melody in tenor saxophone 1, trumpet 2, and the ction should ha fldent swinging,
“small band” vibe. This approach should carry through the e‘e ense t rrangemen ps
Solos: The improvisation section for this chart is not based on t o ne, butr

ma five-chord cycle derived
from Legrand’s beautiful harmonies in the song. The openi .96-111ca d as desired for any given
soloist. The backgrounds can then be added as desired 2.Th enén

repeated for additional soloists. Please note that th ly played during the last pass of the final

solo section in order to connect with the long chord in

lo section (mm. 96-143) can be

Climax: The high point of the chart occurs he band should@vinging hard. When the melodic fragments are
traded between the saxophones and trum ey should soar;‘er ensemble. It's important that the saxophones

ation. While not essential to the chart, the color adds a

angement of “The \Is of Your Mind.”
g —Eric Richards

Vibes: An optional vibr.
great deal to the pre

We hope you enjoy

\/

Eric
Richards

A composer, arranger, instrumentalist and conductor
active in a wide array of musical media and styles,
Eric Richards serves on the composition faculty of the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Music. Dr.
Richards' music has been heard worldwide in major
concert venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Montreu,
Nice, and North Sea Jazz Festivals performed by
groups such as the US Army Field Band, the National
Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Pops Orchestra, and
the USAF Airmen of Note. From 1984-2004, Eric
served as composer/arranger with the US Army Field
Band based near Washington D.C.
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