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INS1QIENTATION
e 1st Trombone
ne

ctor
st Eb Alto Q’! 2nd Trombone (Optional)
2nd EpAltdSaxophone 3rd Trombone (Optional)
Tst BLN xophone Guitar Chords
an r Saxophone (Optional) Guitar (Optional)

itone Saxophone (Optional) Piano

%Trumpet Bass
nd Bb Trumpet Drums

3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

Optional/Alternate Parts
CFlute
Bb Clarinet
Vibraphone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./B: Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The composer of Serenade to a Cuckoo was a unique and brilliant talent. | suggest doing some research on Rahsaa
Kirk and finding a video of one of his performances. The young musicians in your band have probably,
playing two or three saxophones at the same time, not to mention the nose flute! This should help
of the levity of this arrangement.

The figure in the trumpet parts at m. 5 is repeated throughout the piece and should be played in nner by
the various instruments. It is the “cuckoo” of a cuckoo clock, with the first note staccato and the second eceivin tro
emphasis or accent.

Rather than directing the students playing wind instruments to “swing” the eighth n
eighth and sixteenth rhythm, have them play the eighths straight or even, but with a
beat. For example, in m. 10 and m. 14, observe the accent on the “and” of beat
direct the players to use a“du”tongue, not a harsh “ta” tongue. This is a more approp
the brass players, and will be a more successful method to get young

resulting in a hokey dotted-
hasis on the Q’ of each
ng articulati d attack,
ck for jazz ms,especially

hrase, articulaté,a wing.’

Notice mm. 40-42. The figure in m. 41 should be played v ve the effect of making

a?traigh wing feel. This %
it sound like the band is “laying back” and therefore not rushi e ei es. Use tE S approach in m. 58. The

rhythm section needs to go right back to an easy swing fe ehearse this thre re phrase repeatedly, until

it feels comfortable. 0

During mm. 59-82, each section trades fours. This in jazz in ists improvise four-measure phrases
back and forth over the rhythm section. In this instance, ind section isthinting at or “quoting” a snippet of a song
somehow related to birds. You can make it 3 to see if anyonegin,the band or the audience at a performance can Zac!1ary
recognize the songs. It will make everyone @ Smith

. . . . p oy Zachary Smith is a noted composer, arranger, and
Finally, make sure the band is super; on o elgbm@and that they phrase them “doo dit! professional trumpet player and has led the New

Orleans music ensemble Dixie Power Trio for the

Good luck and have fu past twenty-five years. He eamned a BS in jazz

performance at the University of North Texas and

\ —Zachary Smith has maintained a busy performing, writing, and
0 teaching schedule in the Washington, D.C. area. Zack
has garnered a large following as an arranger for his

brass ensemble writing and won the 2012 Humboldt
0 State University Brass Chamber Music competition.
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anged by Zachary Smith
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Purchase a full-length

performance recording!
alfred.com/downloads
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