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Performance Notes

The opening suspended bell sequence envisions Gandalf arriving in his cart, surrounded 
by sun-lit butterflies, as in the movie. Feel free to adjust the accompaniment according to 
your venue and personnel. From then on, each section flows naturally into the next; adjust 
the character of your ringing as if you are traveling from one locale to the next as well. 
Identify melodies that are often hidden within the chords. Double bells/chimes (both up 
and down) or shelley bells and chimes in the treble for a fuller sound, if desired, especially 
in the final section. Consider adding vocal solos or visual media from the movie to enhance 
your performance.

Composer, Director, Teacher, Ringer, and Mentor—Kathleen 
Wissinger embraces all aspects of handbells. Since 1988 she has 
directed beginning children’s through advanced teens’ and adults’ 
groups, writing music for the entire range. Ten years of teaching 
handbells in a small private school inspired her to also create a unique 
pedagogical series of handbell music. Kathleen teaches middle school 
and high school handbell classes, directs the Prism youth ensemble at 
church, and is the founding Artistic Director for Mosaic, a community 
handbell ensemble. She frequently teaches at and directs handbell 
events—large and small, beginning through advanced, youth and 
adult, National Seminars and an International Symposium; has led 
introductory workshops for music education majors and coaching 
sessions for college handbell groups; and mentors start-up groups 
through her work with Area III.
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Handbells Used: 34, 45, 56, 61 
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Optional Handchimes Used: 25, 27, 29

3 octave choirs omit notes in (  ).
4 octave choirs omit notes in [  ].
5+ octave choirs omit notes in <  >.
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For Noah Wissinger

Themes from The Lord of the Rings 
featuring The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring

and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
for 3–7 octaves of Handbells with optional 3–5 octaves of Handchimes

Arranged by Kathleen Wissinger (ASCAP)

 © For copyright information, see page 12.
To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to alfred.com/downloads

*In mm. 1–8, random mallet or random ring bells or chimes. Single pp chord in m. 9.
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*6 and 7 octave choirs may double bottom note 8vb.through m. 70.
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*On repeat 5+ octave choirs may double stems-up notes 8va until the end, and 3 octave choirs may double 
  stems-up notes on handchimes.
**Stems-down treble clef chords and all bass clef chords may be doubled on chimes, rung on beats 1 and 3.
    6 and 7 octave choirs may double stems-down bass chords 8vb.
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