
To Guard and Guide
By Jeffrey S. Bishop (ASCAP)
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Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Notes to the Conductor

This work offers an excellent opportunity to teach bow placement techniques.  
Utilizing sul ponticello and sul tasto, the students will be challenged to create the 
specific effect called for in the passage. Based on the hymn “Lord, Guard and 
Guide the Men Who Fly,” the melody has several different treatments throughout 
the work: at first plaintive and sul ponticello, then vibrant in a fanfare style, and 
finally in a strict interpretation a la sul tasto. Special attention should be given to 
keeping the rhythmic pulse consistent throughout the allegro portion of the work 
so that the quarter note remains the same between the 3/4 and alle breve sections.

Program Notes

Commissioned by Shane Jensen, director, and the Patterson Mill High School 
Orchestra, Harford County Public Schools, Bel Aire, Maryland, this piece is 
dedicated to the memory of Shane’s father David Jensen. Shane wanted to 
celebrate his father’s service to our country and suggested that the composer 
utilize “Lord, Guard and Guide the Men Who Fly,” a hymn that is part of the 
traditions of the United States Air Force.  

With solemn passages as well as fanfare passages, this piece culminates as a 
celebration. A contest piece that features several opportunities to teach bow 
placement techniques along with position work, it is suitable for any occasion, 
especially those in which you wish to celebrate America’s veterans.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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