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This blast to the past will motivate, captivate, and elevate your students with old 
school ’60s soul sound, an infectious, danceable rhythm, and a triumphant finish. 
Written in 12/8, the tune begins with a ballad-like introduction for solo cello and then 
moves around the sections. Each instrument has a chance to improvise or solo in the 
written-out solo section. Authentic sounding riffs, complete with grace notes and a 
shout chorus, add to the fun of compound meter rock. A sure audience pleaser, and a 
terrific end to a concert or first half!

A DIVIS ION OF

You Didn’t ask me
By renata Bratt (asCaP)

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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notes to the Conductor

The introduction, m. 1–8, is for solo cello, bass, and violin, with second violins and violas 
adding “string pads.” It can be conducted with quite a bit of rubato—in a dreamy ballad-like 
rhythm. Feel free to augment the soloists with the entire section if you choose. The grace 
notes in the first violin section (m. 10 and on), second violins (m. 18 and on), and cellos (solo 
at the beginning; m. 67 and on) are played on the beat with a bit of an accent—quite quickly, 
and then resolving to the actual note. Soloists in m. 41–48 can add grace notes liberally to 
any longer notes. This is stylistically correct and sounds great on stringed instruments.

The solo section from m. 41–48 is meant for one instrument at a time to solo (the upper 
staff) and the other instruments to accompany (the lower staff). You may direct the students 
to accompany with arco if you have a louder soloist. When sight-reading this tune, make sure 
to ask for volunteers (or assign students) to play the written-out solos. You may perform 
the solos in any order, all of them, or just one or two of them. Let the students know how 
many times to repeat the section and the order of the soloists. There is a downloadable back-
up rhythm track available at www.renatabratt.com for students who would like to practice 
improvising (or composing) their own melodies to this section. The chords in the solo parts 
all go with the D Major scale, which is used in improvising for this section. Notice that the 
written-out solos all play quite a bit with rhythm. It is rhythmic interest—where you put the 
rests—that makes a great solo.

M. 50–58 is a “shout chorus,” which is characteristically used in Big Band jazz charts, and is 
the riff-filled, joyous-sounding last “shout” of the piece. The contrapuntal style of the shout 
chorus is similar to that in the Baroque and the Vivaldi-like section in m. 54–58.

The tune’s title is the answer to my (then) boyfriend’s question, “Why aren’t we married?,” 
and the composition is a wedding anniversary gift to my husband (the boyfriend).

If students are interested in this type of music, direct them to music sung by soul artists such 
as The Platters, Smokey Robinson, and Aretha Franklin.
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You Didn’t Ask Me
Renata Bratt (ASCAP)CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 4:20
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