
An Irish Farewell
Sheebeg and Sheemore

Turlough O’Carolan
Arranged by Deborah Baker Monday

A DIVIS ION OF

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 2

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5
Harp (Optional) 1

This lovely melody has become one of O’Carolan’s 
most popular pieces. In this arrangement, the 
melody is shared by all instruments, giving 
young students the opportunity to play with 
expression. An optional harp part is also included 
to add another dimension to a string orchestra 
performance.

Notes to the Conductor

It was suggested to O’Carolan that he make a 
tune out of a local legend of a “battle between 
the kings of the gentry (fairies).” The Gaelic 
names Sigh Mor and Sig Beg actually represent 
the geographic areas where the opposing groups 
resided. These names have been made popular in 
poems and songs of Ireland, with the original as 
well as the translated title.
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CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 2:30
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