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i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Program Notes

Airborne Heroes was written in memory of the composer’s grandfather, Curmitt C. 
Campbell, who served in the United States Air Force “Mosquito Squadron” from 
1952–1953 during the Korean War. He was stationed at the K-47 installation 
located in Chuncheon, Korea. He rarely spoke about his experiences in Korea, but 
when he did, it was clear that he was very proud of the people he served with. All 
of them, heroes.

This piece is perfect to program as a tribute to all service men and women. 
The heroic melodies and harmonies, set in D Major, are shared throughout the 
ensemble, making it fun for all sections! The violins and cellos stay completely on 
the D and A strings, while the violas and basses use the G and D strings. This is 
a wonderful first selection to expose any young ensemble to independent parts 
among sections and the roles of melody and harmony, all while reinforcing the 
importance of using the 4th finger. The cello and bass parts have been doubled 
to create a strong, confident foundation while the viola and violin parts usually 
share similar rhythms while harmonizing. Fundamental dynamics and bowings 
will make this piece not only fun to play, but also a success among performers and 
audiences alike!

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 1

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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Dedicated to the composer’s grandfather, Curmitt C. Campbell, Korean War veteran.
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