For Monica G. Dominguez

Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo, or “May 5th,” is often confused with Mexican Independence Day, which is celebrated annually on September
16th. Originally a day commemorating the Mexican victory over the French occupation on May 5, 1862, the modern holiday
is observed in many Mexican-American communities throughout the United States as a celebration of Mexican heritage.
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Rio Grande

The Rio Grande (known as “Rio Bravo” or “Rio Bravo del Norte” in Mexico) is a river that begins in Colorado and extends to
the Gulf of Mexico. South of El Paso, Texas, it provides a natural border between the United States and Mexico. Depending
on how it is measured, the river is roughly 1900 miles long, making it the twenty-second longest river in the world and the
fourth or fifth longest river in North America.
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Mariachi Serenade

The Mariachi band has been an icon of Mexican culture since the early 19th century. Early Mariachi music was played
using only stringed instruments; however, modern Mariachi music uses a wide variety of instruments including strings,
woodwinds, guitars, and brass. Originally a style of regional folk music, mariachi rose to national prominence in the first

half of the 20th century.
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10

Sierra Madre

The Sierra Madre (Spanish for “mother mountain range”) refers to several mountain ranges in Mexico, including the
Sierra Madre Occidental, the Sierra Madre Oriental, and the Sierra Madre del Sur. These mountains extend from the
U. S. border and run northwest to southeast through Mexico, creating a natural barrier to east-west travel. Due to their
height (6,000-12,000 feet) and deep canyons, the mountains are sparsely populated but are rich in minerals and offer some

agricultural opportunities.
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