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Notes to the coNductor

Your students’ imaginations will run wild as they rehearse and perform this charming spanish-
flavored salute to cats. a great way to introduce shifting basics and high vs. low finger patterns, 
this selection is also a wonderful way for students to learn about tone painting.

the piece begins with a brief introduction based on the musical equivalent of the word “cat”: 
C-a-“ti”. a simple main theme follows, derived from the opening arpeggio. Glissando “meows” 
are heard throughout the orchestra (an introduction to the basics of shifting).

the second section quotes the famous cat theme from Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf but in 
a minor key, depicting a not-so-friendly feline. a variety of “hisses” (performed by everyone 
in unison) confirm this cat’s unsociable demeanor. as this section closes, however, the mood 
changes and the cat becomes more friendly and content. It is suggested that the vocalized 
“meow” in measure 50 be performed as a solo, but can be assigned to more than one performer 
at the conductor’s discretion.

the opening section then returns. the cat becomes quite relaxed (m. 52–55) and settles in for 
a nap, only to be startled by a noisy dog. the piece ends with a final “Hiss!” and a run to safety.
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