
N o Christmas Season passes without the carols “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night” being 
sung or played in nearly every community. There are two popular melodies to “Away in 
a Manger”—the “Cradle Song,” by William Kirkpatrick (1895), and “Mueller,” by James 

Murray (1887), probably borrowed from a melody by Johann Strauss Jr., written nineteen years 
earlier. The melody to “Silent Night” is by Franz Gruber, and was written prior to 1818, originally 
as a dance tune in 6/8 time. Surprisingly, the melodies can be performed at the same time.
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