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By Shirley Mier

young symphonic 
band series

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Inspired in part by ideas from the young musicians who premiered the piece, Forge Ahead! begins with a 
celebratory fanfare, followed by a hushed yet animated melody in the clarinets. The music intensifies, growing 
in excitement and volume, and explores different themes and sounds as various instrument groups are 
highlighted. After a moment of reflection and remembrance of things past, the original melody returns in a 
new key, with a new melody joining in counterpoint as the music drives ever-faster toward its exhilarating 
conclusion. This piece was commissioned by Cottage Grove Middle School to commemorate its new status as a 
middle school and its renewed focus on fostering a sense of community in education.

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

GRADE LEVEL: 2½ (MEDIUM EASY)

 1   —  Conductor Score
 10   —  Flute
 2   —  Oboe
 2   —  Bassoon
 6   —  1st B  Clarinet
 6   —  2nd B  Clarinet
 2   —  B  Bass Clarinet
 2   —  1st E  Alto Saxophone
 2   —  2nd E  Alto Saxophone
 2   —  B  Tenor Saxophone
 1   —  E  Baritone Saxophone

 4   —  1st B  Trumpet
 4   —  2nd B  Trumpet
 2   —  F Horn
 3   —  1st Trombone
 3   —  2nd Trombone
 2   —  Euphonium
 1   —  Euphonium T.C.
 4   —  Tuba
Percussion – 7 players:
 2   —  Mallet Percussion (Chimes/Bells)

 2   —   Percussion 1 (Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

 4   —   Percussion 2 (Crash Cymbals/Shaker, 

Suspended Cymbal/Shaker) 
 2   —   Percussion 3 (Tambourine/Cowbell) 
 1   —   Timpani

WORLD PARTS 
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E Alto Clarinet
E Contra Alto Clarinet
B Contra Bass Clarinet
E Horn
1st Trombone in B T.C.
2nd Trombone in B T.C.
1st Trombone in B B.C.
2nd Trombone in B B.C.
Euphonium in B B.C.
Tuba in B T.C.
Tuba in B B.C.
Tuba in E T.C.
Tuba in E B.C.
String Bass
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Forge Ahead!
Duration - 4:15
FULL SCORE
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jœ œ jœ œ œ. œ
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‰ jœ. œ. œ. œ œ œ. œv
œ œ œ œ. œv

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
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∑
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F
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w
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Jœ œ Jœ œ œ. œ

Jœ œ Jœ œ œ. œ

Jœ œ Jœ œ œ. œ
jœ œ jœ œ œ. œ

jœ œ jœ œ œ. œ
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jœ œ jœ œ œ. œ

Jœ œ Jœ œ œ. œ
jœ œ jœ œ œ. œ
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∑
œ œ> œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ‰ œ> Jœ œ œ œ
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36

Jœ œ jœ œ œ œ

˙̇b > ..œœb > Jœœ>

˙b > .œ> Jœ>

˙b > .œ> Jœ>

>̇ .œb > Jœ>

˙b > .œ>
jœ>

˙b > .œ> jœ>>̇ .œb > Jœ>

˙b > .œ> Jœ>

‰ Jœ. œb . œ. œb œ œ. œ>

˙b > .œ> Jœ>

>̇ .œb > Jœ>

˙b > .œ>
jœ>

‰ jœ. œb . œ. œb œ œ. œ>
‰ Jœ. œb . œ. œb œ œ. œ>
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f
f

F
Sus. Cym. (w/ sticks)

(Eb to D)

œœ œœ œœ œN Jœ ‰
œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
œ œb œ ˙
œ œ œ œN jœ ‰
œ œ œ œ jœ ‰

œ œb œ ˙
œ œ œ ˙N
œ œ œ œ Jœ ‰
œ œ œ ˙
œ œb œ ˙

œ œ œ ˙N
œ œ œ œ jœ ‰

œ œ œ ˙
œ œ œ ˙

œ œb œ ˙
œ œb œ ˙

œ œb œ ˙
∑

œ œ œ œ æ̇œ œ ˙
¿ ¿ ¿ ·

∑
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p
p
p
p
p
p
p
p
p
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p
p

p
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p
p
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∑
∑
∑
∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿∑

∑
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39

∑

f
F

F
F

F
(on the rim)

p

F
Tamb.

39
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‰ jœ. œ. œ œ œ. œ

∑
‰ jœ. œ. œ œ œ. œ
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∑
∑
∑
∑
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∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
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¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿∑

∑
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∑
∑
∑
∑
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∑
∑
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∑
∑
∑
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