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Clowning Around
By John O’Reilly

When the circus comes to town, one of the main attractions for “children of all ages” is the clowns. Their humorous 

antics always get the show rolling and they frequently move through the audience with their happy and sometimes 

sad faces.

Clowning Around is a delightful composition that reflects on both personalities of the circus clowns. The opening 

Allegro is bouncy and cheerful, set in the Lydian mode (major scale with a sharp fourth degree). A brief transition 

leads to a more reflective alto saxophone solo that develops into a lovely chorale-style section before returning to 

the happy-go-lucky opening first theme and a light-hearted ending.

Grade Level: 1½ (Medium Easy)
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Clowning Around
CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:30
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