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Notes to the Conductor

Both joyous and playful, as the title indicates, this 
snappy composition crackles with life. Get ready 
to syncopate and play off the string! The triplet 
eighths must always be off the string. Inspired by 
Haydn’s brand of musical humor, the piece also 
helps young players master the twists and turns 
of compound triple meter. The challenge in this 
piece is feeling and executing the syncopated 
main theme—not only correctly, but with a sense 
of “tossed off ” bravura. Be sure the thematic 
returns at bars 40 and 90 come as real surprises.

Program Notes

Inspired by Josef Haydn’s sense of musical humor, 
this playful piece is full of “what’s next?” moments. 
The rondo form, crisply spiccato in style, contains 
a contrasting interlude—quiet and legato—for 
solo strings.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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