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Program Notes

A passacaglia is a Baroque form in which variations 
are constructed above a repeated, stately bass line 
in triple meter. Here, the measured variations 
of the first part are balanced by a more lively 
conclusion.

Notes to the Conductor

Here is an ideal way to introduce young string 
players to simple, yet endlessly fascinating, 
Baroque variation technique. Above a stately bass 
line appears a series of contrasting textures, each 
requiring a different bowing technique. And at the 
end, there is a quick romp, itself also a variation! 
Make sure your players observe the dynamic, as 
well as stylistic contrasts as the piece unfolds. The 
section that begins at m. 27 is detaché while the 
section that begins at m. 43 in the upper strings 
is spiccato. Let them enjoy the tag endings on the 
second beats of the allegro at bar 91.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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