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How to Draw the Quarter Rest

Step 1:  Draw a short line slanting 
down from left to right.

Step 3:  Draw another short line slanting down 
from left to right starting at the bottom 
of the second line.

Step 4:  Draw a curled line, almost like a letter “c,” 
starting at the bottom of the third line.

Now, draw five quarter rests.

Write the counts below the staff. Put parentheses around the counts that are for rests.

Counting Time
Fill in the missing beats with quarter rests.

Quarter Rest

Œ

& 4

4
Û Û Û Œ

___ ___ ___ ___

Û Œ Û Û

___ ___ ___ ___

Û Û Œ Û

___ ___ ___ ___

Û Û Û Œ

___ ___ ___ ___

Step 2:  Draw a longer line slanting down from right 
to left starting at the bottom of the first line.

& 44 Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û Û
( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

Book 1, page 11

The quarter rest means to be silent for one beat.
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Choose the Time Signature
Each of the following examples has either three or four beats 
in each measure. Place either 

4

4, c, or 
3

4 at the beginning of 
each example.  Use each time signature only once.

&
œ
œ

˙
œ
œ
œ

œ

&

œ œ
˙

˙
œ
œ

&

.˙

œ
œ
œ

Time Signature

Time Signature Time Signature

Book 2, page 11

How to Draw the Common Time Signature
Draw a letter “C” from the fourth line to the second line.

Now, draw six common time signatures.

This symbol c is a time signature that means the same 
as 

4

4 time. There are four beats to each measure.
c

&
c

&
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